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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application. 

Commissioner of Patents 

The reply filed on December 23, 2002 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): 

The appeal brief filed 12/23/02 is being held in non-compliance and a supplemental appeal brief 
should be filed within 30 days from the mail date of the notice of non-compliance. The 
supplemental appeal brief, to be filed, will supplement the previously filed appeal and include the 
additional substance within like headings as indicated below: 

(4) Status of Amendments: a statement of the status of any amendments filed subsequent to final 
rejection (e.g. after final amendment filed 09/18/02 has not been entered), 

(6) Issues: a concise statement of the appealable issues presented for the board's review (e.g. [I] 
whether claims 1-2, 4, 5-8-11, 13-16 and 20 are properly rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as 



^anticipated or, in the alternative, u^r 35 USC 103(a) as obvious over N^skovic (US patent 
6,190,559,), [ii] whether claim 4 is properly rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Valaskovic (559), and [iii] whether claim 20 is properly rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Valaskovic (559) in view of Golias (US patent 4,341,635)), 

(8) Argument: your contentions, as appellant, with respect to each of the issues presented for 
board review in item (6) above of this interview summary, and the basis, with citations of the 
authorities, statues, and parts of the record relied on. Each issue should be treated under a 
separate heading. [I] For each rejection under 102, the argument shall specify the errors in the 
rejection and why the rejected claims are patentable under 102, including any specific limitations 
in the rejected claims which are not described in the prior art relied upon in the rejection, [ii] For 
each rejection under 35 USC 103, the argument shall specify the errors in the rejection and, if 
appropriate, the specific limitations in the rejected claims which are not described in the prior art 
relied on in the rejection, and shall explain how such limitations render the claimed subject matter 
unobvious over the prior art. If the rejection is based upon a combination of references, the 
argument shall explain why the references, taken as a whole, do not suggest the claimed subject 
matter, and shall include, as may be appropriate, an explanation of why features disclosed in one 
reference may not properly be combined with features disclosed in another reference. A general 
argument that all the limitations are not described in a single reference does not satisfy the 
requirements of this paragraph. This section involves only appealable subject matter (i.e. 
rejections made by the examiner under 35 USC 102 & 103). 



k(9) Appendix: an appendix conta^jjng an accurate copy of the claims ir^^ved in the appeal 
The claims contained in the appendix may not include limitations which were deemed 'not to be 
entered' in amendments filed subsequent to the final rejection. 



See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is 
longer, within which to supply the omission or collection in order to avoid abandonment. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to E. Therkorn at telephone number 

( 703 > 308 - 0362 QuJr CpU^J 

Ernest G. Therkorn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 

EGT/12 

January 21, 2003 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
I^FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
sTbLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHD3IT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ■ 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



